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Bullet racing’s Excellent adventure at Daytona

The LiTTLe Team 

WiTh a 
Big 
Dream

Story By anDrEw FiElD // photoS By paul BonnEr



t all began with a phone call in late  
November from Ross Bentley, followed a 
couple of hours later by another one from 
Kees Nierop. 

“After all these years, Kees and I are getting 
the chance to race together at the upcoming Rolex 
24 in Daytona,” Ross told me. “It’s going to be an 
all-Canadian team in a Porsche 911 GT3 and we’re 
going to be raising money for the B.C. Children’s 
Hospital. It’s a fabulous project!  In fact, we could 
use your help. What do you think?”  

It took about two seconds for it to sink in and 
another two for me to respond. 

“Are you kidding, what can I do?” I replied 
excitedly.

Little did I realize, with that call an amazing 
racing adventure was about to begin, one that had 
been a goal of mine for many years, but had become 
a fading dream as time passed by.  As it turned 
out, however, my impossible dream was becom-
ing reality.  Two of my closest friends in the sport, 
with whom I had shared many racing adventure in 
the past, were uniting for an assault on one of the 
greatest endurance races in the world, the Rolex 24 
in Daytona, Florida. So how did it come to be? The 
answer is Steve Paquette and his Bullet Racing team 
based in Vancouver.

thE tEam 
By his own admission, as the owner of Bullet 

Racing, Steve Paquette’s primary objective in 
the creation of his team was to build a strong 
infrastructure to assist up and coming Canadian 
drivers in pursuit of their racing careers. To that end, 
over the past several years, he has assembled an 
impressive collection of eight Porsches tended to by 
a crew of talented and dedicated personnel.  Plus, in 
addition to providing good cars and crew, Paquette 
had endeavoured to provide excellent coaching and 
high-calibre competition for the drivers in order to 
properly develop their racing skills.

Along with developing the best possible infra-
structure for Bullet Racing, showcasing the team’s 
activities was an important aspect of its program 
and In North America, the Rolex 24 represented the 
highest-profile event possible within which to ac-
complish that goal. With that in mind, Paquette and 
his team competed in the event in both 2008 and 
2009 and set about contesting the 2010 Rolex 24 
equipped with both valuable past experience and a 
new, truly competitive all-Canadian team.
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thE DriVErS
Matching two proven, veterans with two young, 

talented racers had always been Steve’s recipe 
for success in the Rolex 24.  In his opinion, the 
mentoring from the older, more experienced drivers 
combined with the energy and commitment of the 
younger drivers should create the proper mixture 
of speed and consistency required to complete the 
race with a good finish.  By enlisting Ross and Kees, 
Steve had over 50 years (!) of combined experience 
in sprint and endurance racing, proven winners in 
both disciplines. With these two, he knew they had 
all the tools to guide the team to a good result.  

Fortunately for Steve, completing the foursome 
proved to be just as easy and, to my delight, just like 
Ross and Kees, as well as being outstanding drivers 
the duo that he selected were also good friends of 
mine.  The first of the two was Coquitlam, British 
Columbia’s Sean McIntosh.  At 24 years old, he had 
already proven himself a winner in open-wheel rac-

ing on several levels. To the cheers of his hometown 
fans, I fondly recall him winning the Fran-Am 
support race at the Vancouver Molson Indy when he 
was 17.  A few years later, after Formula Renault in 
England and World Series by Renault in Europe, he 
proudly represented Canada in A1GP.  

Last but not least, 29 year-old Darryl O’Young left 
his hometown of Vancouver six years ago in order to 
build his own career racing Porsches in Europe and 
Asia.  In 2009, he competed in FIA GT and contested 
both the Le Mans and Spa 24-hour races.  Darryl’s 
father Sam and I were best friends for almost forty 
years and as such, I had the pleasure of watching 
young Darryl begin racing karts at the age of eight.  
Sadly, Sam passed away in 2008 and wasn’t able 
to witness his son racing for ‘Team Canada’, though 
I know his spirit was there with all of us throughout 
the Rolex 24 weekend.

thE littlE tEam with a Big DrEam

By hiS own 
aDmiSSion, aS 

thE ownEr oF BullEt 
racing, StEVE paquEttE’S 
primary oBjEctiVE with 
thE crEation oF hiS tEam 
waS to BuilD a Strong 
inFraStructurE in orDEr 
to aSSiSt up anD coming 
canaDian DriVErS in 
purSuit oF thEir racing 
carEErS.”

two of Bullet 
racing’s four 

rolex 24 drivers, 
Darryl o’young 

(left) and ross 
Bentley.
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thE racE
Following a predicted mid-pack qualifying result in the GT class, Bullet 

Racing prepared to enlist the somewhat conservative strategy of running 
(hopefully) error-free and allowing the race to come to us.  Darryl had 
qualified the team’s 911 GT3 race car a respectable sixth fastest of the 
13 Porsches in class and, in our opinion, with famed Porsche reliability in 
our favour combined with normal attrition at the Daytona 24-hour race, an 
eventual podium position was a definite possibility.  It was with this positive 
outlook, despite the torrential downpour that was suddenly upon us, that 
the car was pushed to the start line.

At 3:30 p.m. the race started under yellow because of the atrociously 
wet conditions and at 3:48 p.m.  the green flag dropped officially.  As the 
qualifier, Darryl started the race and at the end of the first hour he had 
climbed from 16th to 7th in class.  Due to driver changes, this might have 
been a little misleading but it was, nonetheless, just the inspiration we all 
needed- until hour 2 when one of the mufflers fell off!  The result was a 
slight, but noticeable, drop in power and a corresponding drop in position 
to 9th at the end of hour two.

The next few hours of the race were dry and went exactly according 
to plan.  The driving chores were handled admirably by all and the driver 
changes (double stints) all went smoothly.  By hour eight, the Bullet Racing 
Porsche was a solid sixth in class with Darryl back behind the wheel.  “My 
God, by one-third distance we’re only just out of the top five. No problems 
except for the muffler and no mistakes!  Dare we dream?” I asked myself 
while watching from the spotter’s tower way above the track.

Hour nine provided us with even more optimism. Darryl had cracked 
the top five in class and was headed only by the likes of true professional 
teams and their drivers; Davis, Labonte, Bergmeister and Borkowski.  Yes, 
the little Canadian team that could is doing just that!

During hours 10 and eleven, the car was passed on to Kees and then to 
Sean with everything proceeding well with only a slight drop to 6th place 
because of the driver changes.  Undoubtedly, our strategy is working and the 
race is coming to us. All we had to do was keep our beautiful, Maple-Leaf 
adorned Porsche running at its trouble free, wonderfully consistent pace.

But alas, I spoke too soon.  During the 13th hour, about 30 minutes after 
setting our fastest lap of the race, Sean encountered oil on the track at 
the fast bus-stop section track on the back straight. The result was a fairly 
innocent- looking, off-track excursion which unfortunately revealed more 
disastrous consequences a couple of laps later. The incident had damaged 
the low-slung radiators underneath the front of the car. The resulting trip to 
the garage to replace the radiators took almost an hour and by the time the 
car returned to the track with Darryl at the wheel we had dropped to 13th 
position in class.  Unfortunately, it appeared that the race that was coming 
to us was now going away and the attrition that was our friend had now 
become our enemy!

To make matters worse, a short time later, a radiator leak appeared 
following our original repairs and Darryl was called back to the garage.  I 
must admit that from my vantage point, it was pretty interesting watching 
him negotiate through infield spectator traffic on his way to meeting the 
crew.  After losing another half an hour in the garage, Darryl returned to 
the track though by this point (the 16th hour), we had dropped all the way 
down to 16th place, exactly where we started!  The really bad news was 
that we were 3 laps behind 15th place.

Undaunted, our Canadian perseverance and unwavering spirit kept us 
pressing on and with the car being passed from Darryl to Ross we steadily 
ate away at our deficit and moved up to 15th place by hour 17.

But in hour 19, disaster struck again. While attempting to pass Ross 
in turn 5, A.J. Almendinger in his Ford Riley DP car ran over the left front 
corner of our Porsche.  After returning to the pits, the amazing Bullet crew 
sprung into action and after hurriedly tending to the damage sent the car 
back out with Kees at the wheel. 

thE littlE tEam with a Big DrEam
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Somewhat surprisingly, by hour 20 when Sean 
had taken over again, despite our mishaps, we had 
somehow (obviously that attrition thing was be-
coming our friend again!) climbed up to 13th place 
in class, though we were an almost insurmountable 
10 laps behind the BMW M6 ahead of us. 

Then, as we comfortably closed in on the finish 
of the race, the flat tires came, three in all; one for 
Sean, one for Darryl and one for Kees who was 
given the ultimate honour of taking the checkered 
flag for us. It was over, we’d done it, we’d finished 
the Rolex 24! Indeed, that moment of crossing the 
finish line after 24 hours of racing (and no sleep for 
most of us) was truly unforgettable and incredibly 
rewarding for us all. Bullet Racing, the little team 
from Vancouver, had been racing for so many oth-
ers and, in fact, all of Canada in this Rolex 24. The 
tears in our eyes when the battle-weary, red and 
white Porsche rolled into the pits was visible proof 
of our incredible adventure.  

And, oh yes, I saved the best for last. Remember 
at the beginning, I mentioned Ross had told me 
that during the Rolex 24, Bullet Racing was raising 
money for the BC Children’s Hospital? Well, in the 
best possible ending to what some may consider 
a rather disappointing finish for us in the race, I’m 
happy to report that in Bullet Racing did, in fact, 
win- big time!  At last count, our activities in the 
Rolex 24 were responsible for the raising over 
$160,000 for sick kids back home.  

So, thank you Steve for so passionately chasing 
your dream, for bringing my dream team together at  
the Rolex 24 and for inspiring us to all to finish the 
race for the kids at BC Children’s Hospital and for 
all of Canada. Thank you for letting me share in this 
amazing Canadian adventure in Daytona.

inDEED, that momEnt oF 
croSSing thE FiniSh linE aFtEr 24 hourS 
oF racing (anD no SlEEp For moSt 
oF uS) waS truly unForgEttaBlE anD 
incrEDiBly rEwarDing For uS all. “
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