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o the uninitiated, motorsport must seem like  
a particularly futile and wasteful endeavour—especially 
now. After all, we’re in the middle of the worst economic 
times since the Great Depression and racing is hardly the 

most cost-effective activity around; for proof of that fact, just ask the 
board of directors at BMW, Honda and Toyota. 

Most racing cars also still use some form of fossil fuel and it’s not like 
there’s an endless supply to go around; another compelling reason why 
racing might not be the most responsible form of sport either. On top of all 
that, to paraphrase what three-time world champion Niki Lauda said when 
he retired from Formula One for the first time, racing is essentially just 
driving around in circles—especially NASCAR racing.

At one point during the BMW Store Children’s Charities Grand Prix 
at River’s Edge Racecourse in Mission, British Columbia these points 
briefly crossed my mind—I say briefly because it was the warm-up lap 
for a race practice session and my focus would be required elsewhere. 
Soon afterwards, very early into that session, another thought crossed 
my mind: I love racing. And for the readers of this magazine, I suspect 
the same is true. 

Of course, it didn’t hurt at all that I was in a very competitive position, 
running a modified Porsche 996 with Vancouver-based Bullet Racing team. 
More importantly, this particular race weekend was benefiting three local 
charities—BC Children’s Hospital, Children’s Wish Foundation and Steve’s 
Dream—and filling a void that’s existed since the Vancouver Molson 
Indy left town back in 2004, taking the money-raising horsepower of the 
SCCBC Invitational with it. In 2008, the concept was revived and the first 
annual Children’s Charities Grand Prix raised $30,000. 

The year’s event, held on Sept.19-20, included a charity run and  
a few laps of the nine-turn track on the Sunday morning. While many 
of the competitors opted to run during the charity run, I decided to use 
the opportunity for a track walk—the third of three track walks—to 
study the line, the surface and the visual cues. Actually, I didn’t have 
running gear with me, so I elected to pay the entry fee and complete 
one slow-speed tour in the interests of furthering my education and 
support the local charities.

I needed all the help I could get because this was a weekend full of new 
experiences: first time at the River’s Edge Racecourse, first time racing  
a fully-modified Porsche 996, first time driving with Bullet Racing. Having 
said that, I did come into this weekend with some advantages; specifically, 
Bullet Racing is one of the powerhouses of the west-coast racing scene.

Here’s how they approached the weekend: No fewer than six cars—
including the 996 modified to resemble a GT3R for me, a 997 GT3 Cup S 
for Bullet Racing owner Steve Paquette and a 911 Twin Turbo for former 
Porsche factory driver Kees Nierop—plus a full complement of crew 
members to keep all six running like a dream. 
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For me, it was a great experience. Not only 
was this the ultimate arrive-and-drive scenario—
I didn’t have to lift a finger, I was free to concen-
trate on the racing. I also had the benefit of two 
expert racers to help me learn the track quickly; 
both Paquette and Nierop are very competitive, 
and were among the fastest drivers in the fastest 
class all weekend. While they were competing 
in the headlining event against 30 other drivers 
hungry for the $10,000 prize money, I competed 
in a pair of the support races.

On Saturday, I took the start for the novice race 
from the number two position. While I had set the 
fastest time in the morning wet practice, the dry 
qualifying session was less successful. The track 
does have some decent overtaking areas, but it’s 
also easy to lose two seconds per lap in traffic.  
I ended up qualifying second-fastest behind Jeff 
Grant, the Bullet Racing team manager at the 
wheel of his own Porsche Turbo. 

Both Grant and I were passed at the rolling 
start, as the BMW of David Dalmonte nipped 
past both of us as we powered down the long 
straight towards turn one. For a pair of laps, Grant 

hounded the BMW until his transmission began to break down. Missing a few gears, he pulled to 
the side to let me past and I set about working my way up to the race leader. 

About halfway through the 20-minute race, which was filled with a huge number of incidents, 
I finally managed to out-drag Dalmonte coming out of turn three down the straight leading to the 
very sharp turn four. Once I passed him, the power of the Porsche allowed me to pull away with 
relative ease to take the win. It was a challenge dealing with slower traffic and the seemingly 
endless string of caution flags, but the outcome couldn’t have been better.

The following day, I took part in a senior race with the same car and the results were equally 
as satisfying. I started the race from pole position and—heeding Paquette’s advice to guard the 
inside through turn one and two—kept the charging field behind me for the first lap. From there, 
it was a matter of maximizing the 365-or-so horsepower of the Porsche to build a gap. 

Early on in the 20-minute race, those of us near the front began to come up on lapped traffic, 
those running towards the back of the 40-car field. At this point, it was important to make up 
ground down the straights and stay clear of all the battles among lapped traffic through the 
turns. There were some close calls and some side-by-side racing, but I managed to keep my 
nose clean and lead from start to finish. 

So: two race wins from two starts was a huge success—and it was all thanks to excellent 
car preparation by the Bullet Racing crew and superior coaching from a pair of racers who were 
also my teammates for the weekend. Better still, it was a weekend of racing that also served an 
altruistic purpose—all of which is the very definition of a win/win scenario.
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“The race weekend was 
benefitting three local 
charities- filling a void 
that’s existed since the 
Vancouver Molson Indy 
left town in 2004.”

The author, behind the 
wheel of a race-modified 

Porsche 996, prepared  
by Vancouver-based  

Bullet Racing.

The field takes the green flag to 
start the one of the two Closed 

Wheel feature races.


